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By  JAMES  E.  KRYDER,  No.  32  SOUTH  SEVENTH  STREET. 

1873. 


At  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  on 
Wednesday,  December  3,  A.  D.  1873,  A.  L.  5873,  the 
following  address,  commemorative  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother  James  Hutchinson,  was  made  by  Past 
Grand  Master  Brother  James  Page,  and  with  the 
resolutions  attached  thereto  was  unanimously  approved 
and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  : 

“  The  days  of  our  age  are  three  score  years  and  ten  ;  and 

THOUGH  MEN  BE  SO  STRONG  THAT  THEY  COME  TO  FOUR  SCORE  YEARS, 
YET  IS  THEIR  STRENGTH  THEN,  BUT  LABOR  AND  SORROW,  SO  SOON 
PASSETH  IT  AWAY,  AND  WE  ARE  GONE.” 


The  words  I  have  just  quoted  are  sad  and  impressive.  They 
speak  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  the  certainty  of  death.  Then- 
admonitions  should  not  be  treated  lightly  by  the  young ;  with  the 
old  they  should  ever  be  present  and  always  effective.  To  you, 
Right  Worshipful  sir,  they  appeal  with  peculiar  force  on  the  present 
occasion,  because  in  the  short  space  of  your  official  career,  now 
rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  you  have  witnessed  the  departure  of 
three  of  your  predecessors  in  that  Chair ;  but,  if  to  you  that  appeal 
is  both  striking  and  mournful,  what  must  it  be  to  me,  so  often 
called  upon  to  notice  in  fitting  obituaries  the  demise  of  our  Past 
Grand  Masters,  in  the  persons  of  Brothers  Mitchell,  Stevenson, 
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Bournonville,  Dallas,  Whitney,  Badger,  Randall,  Goddard,  Barger, 
and  Harper,  to  whom  is  now  to  be  added,  our  late  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother  James  Hutchinson,  whose  decease  you  have  just 
announced. 

These  were  all  brilliant  lights  which  have  disappeared  from  the 
East  and  set  in  the  West,  surrounded  by  a  halo  of  Masonic  glory, 
whose  rays  of  beneficence  and  brotherly  love  still  illumine  our 
Masonic  sky,  and  recall  their  memories  to  our  Masonic  hearts. 

Standing  as  it  were  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  with  the  ground 
crumbling  beneath  my  feet,  having  passed  man’s  allotted  age  and 
approaching  four  score  years,  I  feel  both  the  truth  and  the  force  of 
the  inspired  language  of  the  Psalmist,  while  I  am  awed  by  its 
solemnity  and  power. 

The  last  time  I  saw  Brother  Hutchinson  in  life,  was  here  in  this 
hall,  almost  in  the  place  I  now  occupy,  sitting  reserved  and  apart, 
apparently  fatigued  and  unwell,  waiting,  what  he  could  not  stay 
entirely  to  witness,  the  imposing  ceremonies  of  dedication.  The 
last  time  I  saw  him  in  death,  was  in  his  coffin,  with  a  heart  stilled 
forever,  and  with  features  calm  and  composed,  simply  and  fittingly 
prepared  for  his  last  resting-place  upon  earth — the  grave. 

He  took  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  completion  of  the  Temple, 
that  he  could  not,  sick  as  he  was,  refrain  from  being  present  at  its 
dedication ;  and  it  may  be,  that  aware  of  his  age  and  of  his  growing 
infirmities,  he  put  up  more  than  one  prayer  to  the  Supreme  Grand 
Master  of  the  Universe  that  he  might  be  spared  to  see  the  com¬ 
pletion  and  dedication  of  this  grand  edifice.  Having  been  present 
at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Hall  in  Chestnut  street, 
and  having,  while  Grand  Master,  dedicated  it  to  the  great 
purposes  of  Masonry,  it  was  natural  for  him  to  take  a  warm  and 
deep  interest  in  the  new  Temple  which  was  to  succeed  it,  and  to 
hope  for  the  prolongation  of  his  life  until  it  was  completed  and 
dedicated.  In  this  he  was  gratified,  and  his  Masonic  heart  realized 
the  fulfilment  of  its  wishes.  The  dedication  took  place  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  September,  1873.  He  was  not  out  of  his  house 
after  that  day,  and  died  on  the  thirtieth  of  October  following,  in 
the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried  at  the  Woodlands 
Cemetery,  deeply  mourned  and  lamented  by  his  family,  and  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends  who  knew  him  well,  and  who  bore  testimony 


4 


to  his  unpretending  but  useful  life,  and  to  his  unspotted  moral  and 
Masonic  character.  “A  good  name  is  better  than  precious  oint¬ 
ment,  and  the  day  of  death,  than  the  day  of  one’s  birth.” 

I  offer,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  the  following  tribute  to 
his  memory. 


Past  Grand  Master  Brother 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON 

Was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
May,  1794.  His  parents  were  John  Hutchinson,  born  in  the  city 
of  London,  England,  on  the  twenty-third  of  October,  1758;  he 
died  in  Philadelphia,  December  9,  1836.  His  mother,  Margaret 
Hutchinson,  was  born  in  North  Scotland,  near  Elgin,  June  16,  1763, 
and  died  in  Philadelphia,  December  14,  1849. 

Brother  Hutchinson’s  business  and  calling  was  that  of  a  carpenter 
and  builder,  which  he  relinquished  for  that  of  measurer,  in  which 
capacity  he  was  widely  and  extensively  known.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Carpenters’  Association  in  1822,  had  filled  all  its 
various  offices  from  time  to  time,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  its 
treasurer,  which  trust  he  had  held  for  nearly  sixteen  years.  He  was 
Inspector  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  in  1833,  Manager  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Hospital  in  1834,  Member  of  Council  for  seven  years  before 
the  consolidation  of  the  city  and  for  one  year  afterwards,  and  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  for  1836.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Building  Committee  of  Girard  College,  that  splendid  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  charity  and  beneficence  of  our  deceased  Brother  of 
that  name,  and  subsequently  became  its  chairman.  About  1844, 
he  was  made  a  Director  of  the  Public  Schools,  and  elected  agent  of 
the  Girard  Estate  in  1851,  and  continued  in  that  position  until 
1856. 

Besides  these  highly  honorable  and  important  trusts,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  many  years,  and  its  President 
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from  1839  to  1845.  He  was  identified  with  the  management  of  the 
Apprentices’  Library,  and  was  chosen  Surveyor  of  the  American 
Insurance  Company  in  November,  1840,  and  remained  until  March, 
1851.  In  September,  i860,  he  was  chosen  Surveyor  of  the  Royal 
Insurance  Company,  and  occupied  that  position  until  his  death. 

'These  various  prominent  and  important  offices  attest  the  confi¬ 
dence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow-citizens — a  confidence  that  was 
always  felt,  respected,  and  never  betrayed  by  him.  Great  reliance 
was  placed  in  his  judgment  and  experience,  and  he  won  universal 
respect  and  esteem  by  his  unassuming  deportment,  and  his  candor 
and  fairness  in  all  business  transactions. 

Brother  Hutchinson’s  introduction  to  our  noble  Order  dates  a 
long  way  back,  for  he  was  initiated  in  Lodge  No.  67,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  February,  1824,  nearly  half  a  century  ago.  He  was 
crafted  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  and  received  the  sublime  degree 
of  a  Master  Mason  on  the  fourth  of  April,  in  the  same  year.  His 
promotion  in  the  Lodge  of  his  choice  was  rapid,  for  he  was  elected 
its  Junior  Warden  for  1825,  and  its  Worshipful  Master  in  1827. 
As  a  member  and  officer  he  was  faithful  and  attentive,  and  com¬ 
manded  and  received  the  affection  and  confidence  of  the  brethren 
of  the  Lodge. 

Brother  Hutchinson  was  also  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery  in  1850,  and  was  one  of  a  joint  Committee  between  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Grand  Commanderies,  resulting  in  their  con¬ 
solidation,  and  which  was  the  cause  of  the  healing  of  a  vast  amount 
of  ill  feeling  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  parts  of  the  State, 
and  in  the  restoration  of  that  harmony  so  essential  to  the  profitable 
workings  of  the  Institution. 

Brother  Hutchinson  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1848-9;  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1850-1  ;  Deputy 
Grand  Master  in  1852-3  ;  and  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  in 
1854-5.  In  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  important  duties  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  head  of  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction,  he  was  prompt, 
earnest,  and  faithful,  remembering  and  being  guided  at  all  times  by 
the  obligation  under  which  he  acted,  and  in  a  fraternal,  but  quiet 
and  unobtrusive  spirit,  administering  the'affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
His  inaugural  address,  in  December,  1853,  and  his  farewell,  in 
December,  1855,  are  fervent  outpourings  of  his  Masonic  feelings, 
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full  of  ardent  appeals,  and  abounding  in  solid  advice.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the  Hall  on  Chestnut  street, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  its  labors ;  was  present  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  that  building,  on  the  twenty-first  of  November, 
r853,  by  the  then  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother  Anthony 
Bournonville.  It  was  dedicated  while  he  was  Grand  Master,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  September,  1855,  on  which  occasion  the  ceremonies 
were  of  an  imposing  character,  and  most  happily  arranged  and 
carried  out,  under  his  directions.  On  his  retirement  from  the 
Oriental  Chair,  Brother  Hutchinson  was  tendered,  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  its  regret  at  parting  with  him  officially, 
and  its  declaration,  “that  during  his  official  career,  the  interests 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  had  been  wisely  and  prudently  cared  for,  the 
harmony  of  the  brethren  zealously  promoted,  and  the  good  of  the 
Order  made  wider  and  firmer  by  his  discretion  and  paternal  love.  ’  ’ 

The  sufferings  of  our  Past  Grand  Master,  towards  the  close  of  his 
career  were  borne  by  him  with  patient  resignation  to  the  Divine 
Will.  He  uttered  no  complaints.  The  lamp  of  his  life  went  out 
gently  here,  let  us  hope  to  be  relumined  in  another  and  better  world, 
there  to  burn  with  a  purer  and  brighter  lustre  through  all  eternity. 

One  who  was  near  and  dear  to  him,  and  who  was  with  him  nearly 
every  night  during  the  last  two  weeks  he  was  upon  earth,  says,  “  I  have 
no  doubt  he  died  happy,  and  also  that  he  died  in  full  faith  that  the 
principles  of  our  Order,  if  carried  out,  would  not  only  give  peace 
here,  but  finally  land  us  in  that  Celestial  City  where  the  Grand 
Architect  presides  in  all  his  glory.” 

“Mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of 
that  man  is  peace.” 

Passing  away ;  passing  away,  is  whispered  in  the  sighing  of  every 
wind  that  blows,  and  in  the  murmur  of  every  wave  that  breaks 
upon  the  shore.  Man  vanishes  as  the  drifting  cloud,  and  is  no 
more  seen — Memory  alone  remains  to  tell  us  what  he  was ;  that 
memory,  alas  !  too  soon  like  him  to  pass  away ;  for  we  cannot  make 
that  perpetual  whose  destiny  is  decay.  Yet  we  would  not  have  the 
memory  and  virtues  of  our  deceased  Brother  suddenly  perish  from 
the  face  of  the  earth,  but  preserve  them  for  our  day  and  generation, 
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if  not  beyond,  on  the  tablets  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  receives  the  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  the  late  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother  James 
Hutchinson,  with  feelings  of  regret  and  sorrow,  allayed  by  the  con¬ 
sciousness  that  he  had  reached  a  patriarchal  age,”  and  “like  as  a 
shock  of  corn  cometh  in  his  season,”  he  came  to  the  grave,  and  is 
gathered  to  his  fathers. 

Resolved ,  That  his  public,  civil,  social,  and  Masonic  life  was  one 
of  marked  prudence  and  moderation  in  all  things  ;  of  unpretending 
usefulness  and  conceded  honesty  and  integrity;  his  wise  control  of 
himself  in  every  position  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  and  in  every 
duty  he  was  selected  to  discharge,  enabling  him  happily  so  to  blend 
the  virtues  of  the  Christian  and  Masonic  character,  as  to  end  a  long 
life  with  an  unspotted  name. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  tenders  its  sympathy  and  con¬ 
dolence  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  as  a  further  mark  of 
respect  to  his  memory,  directs  that  the  gavel,  columns,  and  jewels 
of  the  Grand  Officers  be  craped  for  the  space  of  six  months,  and 
that  these  proceedings  be  published,  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  the 
family,  the  several  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  and  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction. 
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Extract  from  the  minutes. 


JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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